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Center of Town Quest 
Hartford, Vermont 
Easy 
Historical, UV250 
Pavement 
:45 
 
To get there: Take Route 4 west two miles from White River Junction. 
Turn south onto Center of Town Rd. and proceed to the top of the hill 
(about 0.8 miles). Park along the green that is on your right. 
 
Clues: 
Many years ago, upon this green 
Hartford’s Center of Town was a bustling scene. 
So park your car and come on down 
Let’s explore this old ghost town! 
Start at something red, white, and blue 
And about old Hartford we will tell you. 
 
King George the 3rd was no nerd 
On July 5th, 1761 he gave us his word  
By signing the charter to declare this town Hartford. 
 
Now gaze across the green  
And imagine this scene:  
Folks coming down from the hills 
To practice their drills, 
In preparation for fights  
To free up our rights. 
 
While imagining the beat of their marching feet 
Turn your body to look across the street. 
Note the tall trees, so scary and old 
They are locust trees we are told. 
 
Now turn twice and walk to the sign.  



www.vitalcommunities.com/valleyquest    |   Copyright 2010 

 
2 

Stop to read it, line by line. 
At the back of the sign let’s face the woods 
Look toward the left please if you could. 
Take 35 steps between the biggest tree  
And all the picnic tables that you see. 
 

 
You should soon stumble upon an old road 
Now look carefully for a tree with marks of old. 
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Turn to the left and proceed 70 paces.  
Stop at the fork and turn your faces.  
Right, find three trees together.  Stop & visit # 2.(now a stump) 
Cross the street to find your next clue.  
 
(This old Inn is now some one's home.  
Instead of walking down their driveway, please walk on the side of the 
road.)  
 
Leavitt's Inn opened in January of 1794.  
Original stenciling is hidden behind the door.  
This once was the place for the stagecoach drop.  
Between Boston and Montreal, people would stop.  
 
Walk around this property on the side of the road  
When you reach the rock, stop like a toad.  
Look both ways before you cross.  
Make a right so you don't get lost.  
Keep walking to the end of the old stone wall.  
Stand here a minute and reflect on it all. 
 
The rocks in this wall were an old foundation.  
From a church which once held the Hartford Congregation. 
Now turn your eyes towards the back corner of this space 
Where old town buildings once stood with grace. 
 
Reverse directions and head down the hill 
To the sign of red that makes you stand still. 
Head to the right and look for the stump of a tree 
Further down hill and 2 mailboxes you’ll see. 
Turn your back to these boxes & go back up 20 paces. 
Gaze at the school house where kids once held races. 
 
Josephine Orizzonto once taught at this school. 
In 1943 she ended her rule. 
Envision all the history we’re telling 
As you look upon what is now a private dwelling. 
 
Walk back to the green and look for a pipe.  
It is also green and an “out of the ground” type.  
Then, search for a white cross. Then go stand below 
For this old cemetery we would like to show. 
 
Enter quietly and look for stones in a line: 
3 tall light ones and 4 of the small, dark kind. 
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With your back to the gate 
Go check out their fate. 
 
Welcome friends, meet the Tildens.  
Josiah ran a tavern out of his buildings. 
Also an authority on the weather forecast 
He fought in the Revolutionary War gone past. 
 
Pay final respects to son of Stephen and Abigail 
And continue along this historic trail. 
With your back to Josiah, put your right hand out 
Look for an arcing stone top…then give a shout! 
 
Here lies Solomon Strong with his two wives 
And his many children who lost their lives. 
This family we know has many roots here,  
Farmers, soldiers, and millers—they were all held dear.  
 
So exit if you would this yard of bone 
Take a last look around and keep a low tone.  
The final moment is here at last.  
It is the end of our story from Hartford’s past.  
 
The treasure is hidden down on the ground 
If you find a green chimney, then it will be found. 
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